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CASTLEFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Health  Report,  1920. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  placing  before  you  my  seventh  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  of  your  district  for  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1920  ; and  this  will  be  my  first  Annual  Report  since  retiring 

from  general  practice. 


Houses. 

I have  again  to  point  out  that  owing,  in  a very  great  measure, 
to  the  stoppage  of  private  building  our  crowded  housing  condition 
is  but  little  relieved  to  what  it  was  at  the  time  of  my  last  Annual 
Report.  Anyway.  I am  pleased  to  note  that  11  houses  under  the 
Wheldale  Lane  housing  scheme  are  occupied,  and  very  shortly 
others  will  be  in  use.  These  houses,  though  small,  are  well 
arranged,  and  the  sanitary  conveniences  are  in  a far  better  position 
than  in  many  dwellings  of  a tar  higher  rateable  value.  I still 
believe  that  our  Smawthorne  housing  scheme  should  have  been 
accepted  at  12  houses  to  the  acre,  as  by  so  doing  it  would  have 
somewhat  relieved  our  housing  congestion  and  left  plenty  of  open 
air  space  for  that  district.  As  to  the  danger  of  subsidence,  due 
to  colliery  workings,  there  seems  no  chance  of  getting  land  any- 
where within  a reasonable  distance  of  our  town  to  avoid  this 
future  risk,  as  we  are  really  quite  surrounded  by  collieries ; but 
even  this  risk  can,  no  doubt,  with  proper  precautions,  be  greatly 
reduced.  (See  appendices  at  end  of  Report,  also  Sanitary  In- 
spector’s Report  for  further  full  particulars). 
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Streets. 

Our  main  streets  are  greatly  improved  since  last  year,  but 
Wheldon  Eoad  should  be  paved  with  setts,  which  would  save  the 
cost  of  continually  replacing  the  present  tar  macadam,  which  with 
the  present  traffic  will  never  stand,  as  it  is  so  greatly  increased, 
and  is  both  faster  and  heavier  thau  in  former  years.  I would 
suggest  for  your  consideratioD  the  paviog  of  a portion  of  the  road 
each  year,  so  as  to  spread  the  cost  over  a length  of  time. 

As  to  the  back  and  front  private  streets,  your  Council  are 
now  shewing  that  you  mean  to  push  on  this  work  ; and  as  there 
are  very  many  streets  which  ought  to  be  taken  in  hand  at  once 
I trust  you  will  not  let  the  matter  rest.  I will  not  name  any 
specially,  but  will  point  out  that  the  present  owners  of  Back  Albert 
Street,  on  the  Castle  Street  side,  have  undertaken  to  make  a real 
improvement  of  this  property  by  removing  altogether  the  present 
privies  and  ashpits,  and  building  water-closets  near  each  house, 
and  then  dividing  the  space  into  a separate  yard  for  each  house. 
If  only  this  standard  were  taken  up  by  other  property  owners  it 
would  no  doubt  greatly  add  to  the  comfort  of  the  tenants  and 
increase  the  sanitary  standard  of  such  property.  We  know  that 
the  cost  of  street  improvements  and  privy  conversions  is  much 
greater  now,  but  this  work  is  absolutely  necessary  if  the  health 
of  our  town  is  to  be  the  first  consideration,  seeing  that  by  so 
doing  you  remove  the  present  hot-bed  for  flies  and  allow  more 
air  space  near  the  dwellings. 

I would  like  to  endorse  the  suggestion  of  your  Inspector  that 
where  privy  conversion  has  been  decided  upon  it  would,  in  many 
cases,  be  desirable  to  demolish  the  privy  buildings  and  build  water- 
closets  close  to  the  houses — one  for  each  house — thus  rendering 
privacy  possible.  Unfortunately  these  desirable  improvements  are 
often  hindered  by  our  inability  to  contribute  towards  the  cost. 

Welfai^e  Work. 

As  was  anticipated  last  year,  we  have  now  engaged  Nurse 
Potts  as  our  second  helper,  while  Nurse  Robertson  still  holds  the 
senior  position,  and  by  her  energy  and  methods  makes  our  centre 
one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  district.  The  Sagar  Street 
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rooms  have  been  enlarged,  altered  and  cleaned,  much  to  the  advant- 
age of  all. 


The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  work  done  : 
Total  Number  of  Births  in  the  Town  794 


Notified  by  Doctors  ...  ...  418 

Notified  by  Midwives  ...  ...  376 

Stillborn  ...  ...  ...  28 

Illegitimate  births  ...  ...  31 

Males  ...  ...  ...  ...  391 

Females  ...  ...  ...  403  ’ 

VISITS  MADE: 

First  visits  ...  ...  ...  793 

Ee-visits  ...  ...  ...  1,991 

First  ante-natal  visits  ...  146 

Ee-visits  ...  ...  ...  107 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  37 

House-to-house  visits  ...  185 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  12 


3.271 

Eeports  to  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  21 
Eeports  to  Sanitary  Inspector  ...  29 

WOEK  AT  VAEIOTJS  CENTEES. 


Sagar  Street  Eooms  : 

Attendance  of  babies 

2,667 

Attendance  of  mothers 

4,305 

Attendance  of  children  under  5 years 

1,209 

Total 

8,181 

90  ante-natal  cases.  46  lectures  held.  46  clinics  held. 
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Temple  Street : 

Attendance  of  babies  ...  ...  1,369 

Attendance  of  mothers  ...  ...  2,132 

Attendance  of  children  under  5 years  937 

Total  4,438 

88  ante-natal  cases.  46  lectures  given.  46  clinics  held. 

Wheldon  Lane  : 

Attendance  of  babies  ...  ...  853 

Attendance  of  mothers  ...  ...  1,179 

Attendance  of  children  under  5 years  458 

Total  2,490 

43  lectures  given.  43  clinics  held.  69  ante-natal  consultations. 

Total  for  Three  Centres  : 

Attendance  of  babies  ....  ...  4,889 

Attendance  of  mothers  ...  ...  7,616 

Attendance  of  children  under  5 years  2,604 

Totals  15,109 

247  ante-natal  consultations.  135  lectures  given.  135  clinics  held. 

It  must  be  understood  that  a large  number  of  the  mothers 
attending  the  Centres  do  not  get  individual  attention  in  the  feeding 
and  clothing,  &c.,  of  their  babies,  but  are  present  at  the  lectures. 

PopulatioBia 

The  Eegistrar  General  has  notified  me  that  our  estimated 
population  is  25,592,  which  is  less  than  the  one  estimated  for  last 
year’s  birth  rate,  and  a little  more  than  the  one  used  for  the  death 
rate.  This  year  the  same  population  is  to  be  used  for  estimating 
both  the  birth  and  death  rates. 

Bir*ths  and  Birth  Rate. 

I have  had  794  births  notified  to  me  during  the  year,  but  the 
Registrar  General  sends  me  the  number  registered  in  your  district 
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as  757,  viz.:  370  males  and  387  females,  which  gives  an  annual 
birih  rate  of  29  5 per  1,000  of  the  population,  of  these,  16  males 
and  15  females  were  illegitimate. 

Last  year  there  were  580  births  registered  in  your  district, 
viz.:  281  males  and  299  females,  which  gives  an  annual  birth  rate 
of  22-23  per  1 000  of  the  population.  The  birth  rate  of  the  whole 
of  England  and  Wales  is  25-1:  per  1,000  of  the  population,  so, 
like  last  year,  our  birth  rate  is  well  above  the  general  average. 

Deaths  and  Death  Rate. 

There  were  269  deaths  notified  to  me  last  year,  and  with  44 
inwardly  transferred  deaths,  gives  a total  of  313  deaths  registered^ 
but  the  Registrar  General  sends  me  a total  of  310  deaths  registered 
in  your  district,  so  I have  worked  out  the  death  rate  from  the 
official  figures  sent,  which  gives  an  annual  death  rate  of  12-1  per 
1,000  population. 

I^ast  year  our  corrected  total  of  deaths  was  447,  which  gave 
a death  rate  of  18-16  per  1,000  population.  The  death  rate  of 
England  and  Wales  is  12-4,  so  that  we  are  slightly  better  than 
the  general  avei  age  ; while  in  148  smaller  towns  (census  popula- 
tions 20,000  to  50.000)  the  average  death  rate  is  11-3,  therefore 
as  far  as  our  death  rate  goes  our  colliery  town  holds  a very  good 
average. 

Infantile  EVIor^tality. 

Out  of  the  310  deaths  registered  in  your  district  the  Registrar 
General  gives  me  96  as  registered  ug^r  one  year  of  age,  which 
gives  an  infantile  mortality  of  WB  per  1,000  births.  The 
number  of  infantile  deaths  notified  to  me,  as  registered  under  one 
year,  by  our  local  Registra^^  was  only  91,  which  would  give  us  an 
infantile  death  rate  of  per  1,000  births,  so  that  we  are 

somewhat  better,  I44‘  1 ^ 1660 

The  deaths  under  one  vear  for  the  whole  of  England  and 
Wales  is  now  down  to  80  per  1,000  births. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  in  this  class  has  been  (1)  Diarrhoea 
and  Enteritis,  which  has  caused  26  deaths  ; (2)  Premature  Births 
and  Congenital  Defects  account  for  31  deaths. 


The  various  causes  of  infantile  deaths  under  one  year  of  age 


is  as  follows  : 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  12 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  10 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  I 

Premature  Births  with  congenital  defects  31 
Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  ...  ...  26 

Convulsions  ...  ...  ...  4 

Other  defined  diseases  ...  ...  5 

Icterus  Neonatorum  ...  ...  1 

Acute  Gastritis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  91 


The  following  table  gives  the  ages  at  death  of  the  above  : 


INFANTILE  DEATHS. 
Table  IV. 


DISEASES. 

Under 

1 

week 

1 & 2 
weeks 

2 & 3 
weeks 

3 & 4 
weeks 

Total 

und’r4 

weeks 

4 wks 
to  3 
mths. 

3 mths 
to  6 
mths. 

6 mths 
to  12 
mths. 

Total 

under 

1 year. 

Bronchitis 

1 

2 

3 

4 

2 

3 

12 

Pneumonia  ... 

1 

l‘ 

1 

2 

6 

10 

Measles 

1 

1 

Premature  Births  with 
congenital  defects  ... 

21 

3 

2 

1 

27 

2 

2 

31 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

1 

1 

6 

8 

11 

26 

Acute  Gastritis 

1 

1 

Convulsions  ... 

2 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Other  defined  diseases 

2 

2 

2 

1 

6 

Icterus  Neonatorum  ... 

1 

* . 

1 

1 

22 

6 

5 

4 

37 

14 

17 

23 

91 
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VARIOUS  CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  AT  ALL  AGES, 
from  the  Registrar  General’s  Report. 


Cause  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

(Civilians  only) 

171 

139 

Measles 

4 

7 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

2 

2 

Influenza 

2 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

11 

9 

Tubercular  Meningitis 

2 

— 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  ... 

4 

2 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

8 

7 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

1 

— 

Meningitis 

2 

— 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

9 

9 

Bronchitis 

19 

19 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

15 

13 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

1 

— 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

18 

9 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

2 

6 

Parturition  (apart  from  Puerperal 
Fever) 

3 

Congenital  Debility 

15 

15 

Violence  (apart  from  Suicide) 

6 

3 

Other  defined  diseases 

50 

34 
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The  following  table  gives  the  causes  of,  and  the  ages  at,  death 
during  the  year,  including  the  transferable  deaths  : 


Table  III. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

1 

All 

Ages 

2 

Under 

1 

year 

3 

1 and 
under 

2 yrs. 

4 

2 and 
under 
5 yrs. 

5 

5 and 
under 
15  yrs. 

6 

15  and 
under 
25  yrs. 

7 

25  and 
under 
45  yrs. 

8 

45  and 
under 
65  yrs. 

9 

^65  and 
up- 
wards. 

10 

All  causes  (certified  and 

uncertified) 

313 

97 

10 

12 

15 

13 

40 

57 

69 

Bronchitis 

38 

12 

2 

1 

0 

1 

2 

7 

13 

Pneumonia  ... 

25 

11 

1 

1 

3 

5 

3 

1 

Other  diseases  of  Respir- 

atory  Organs 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Enteric 

Measles 

11 

1 

4 

5 

1 

Heart  Diseases 

24 

1 

2 

4 

10 

7 

Phthisis  Tubercular  ... 

20 

1 

1 

5 

6 

7 

Tubercular  Meningitis... 

2 

2 

Other  Tubercular 

diseases 

6 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Senectus 

28 

28 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage... 

14 

1 

6 

7 

Influenza 

2 

1 

1 

Diari-hoea  and  Enteritis 

30 

26 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Acute  Gastritis 

2 

1 

1 

Nephritis 

8 

2 

3 

3 

Epilepsy 

2 

1 

1 

Cancer 

16 

3 

8 

5 

Other  defined  diseases 

27 

11 

1 

J. 

4 

8 

3 

Violent  or  Accidental 

Deaths 

10 

- 

1 

2 

5 

1 

1 

Congenital  Debility,  ) 

Malformations,  > 

34 

34 

Premature  Births  ) 

Confinements 

4 

2 

2 

CerebrO'Spinal  Men- 

ingitis 

2 

1 

1 

Addison’s  Disease 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  ... 

4 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

313 

97 

10 

12 

15 

13 

40 

57 

69 
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Table  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  the  District  for  Year  1920. 


population 

births 

total  deaths 

Registered  in  distr’t. 

transferable  deaths 

(1920) 

Nett 

number 

Uiicorrect’d 

number 

Rate 

Number 

Rate 

Of  non-residents 
registered  in 
the  district. 

Of  residents 
registered 
outside  district 

25,592 

757 

757 

29-5 

310 

121 

— 

44 

DEATHS  DUE  TO  ZYMOTIC  DISEASES: 


Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  0 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  0 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup  4 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  ...  ...  30 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ..  11 

Total  of  chief  Zvmotic  diseases  ...  45 

%/ 


This  gives  a Zymotic  death  rate  of  F7  per  1,000  of  population. 

Last  year  our  rate  was  1'3  per  1,000.  You  will  notice 
that  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  caused  30  deaths.  Last  year  we  had 
only  13  deaths  due  to  this  cause. 


Infectious  Diseases. 


There  were  135  cases  reported  to  me  during  the  year,  viz.: 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  78 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  39 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  ...  3 

Malaria  ...  ...  ...  4 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  4 

Influenza  Pneumonia  ...  ...  2 

Puerperal  Fever ...  ...  ...  1 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis  ...  1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ...  ...  1 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  135 


There  were  108  cases  treated  in  the  Aketon  Hospital. 
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These  were  notified  from  the  various  Wards  as  under  : 


Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Ophthalmia  j 

Neonatorum 

Malaria 

Erysipelas 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal 

Fever 

Oerebro-spinal 

Meningitis 

Encephalitis 

Lethargica 

Pneumonia 

Totals 

Half  Acres 

7 

4 

1 

1 

13 

Welbeck ... 

29 

21 

1 

1 

52 

Carlton 

16 

5 

2 

23 

Wheldale ... 

19 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

26 

Redhill 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

11 

Hightown 

4 

5 

1 

10 

Total  ...  135 


TUBhlRCULOSIS. 

Cases  notified  at  all  ages  ...  ...  44 


The  following  table  gives  the  various  ages  at  notification  : 


Under 

1 

year 

1 and 
under 

2 yrs. 

2 and 
under 
5 yrs. 

5 and 
under 
15  yrs. 

15  and 
under 
25  yrs. 

25  and 
under 
45  yrs. 

45  and 
under 
65  yrs. 

65  and 
up- 
wards. 

0 

1 

2 

8 

13 

18 

2 

0 

The  following 

gives 

the 

number 

of  cases 

notified  from  the 

various  Wards  : — 


Half  Acres 

Welbeck 

Carlton 

Wheldale 

Redhill 

Hightown 


5 

15 

7 

7 

5 

5 


^ Total,  44  cases. 


Area  of  District  in  acres — 564  (inland  water  and  land). 


Population — Census  1911  : — 

At  all  ages 
Inhabited  houses  ... 

Average  persons  per  house  ... 

Population  estimated  for  1920  ... 


23,101 

4,575 

5 

...  25,592 
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Castleford  is  situated  along  the  South  Bank  of  the  Aire  and 
Calder  Eiver,  named  after  this  junction  “ the  Eiver  Aire.”  The 
area  of  Castleford  is  small,  and  in  some  parts  the  houses  are  very- 
much  crowded  together,  the  buildings  being  in  the  old-fashioned 
long  rows  This  condition  of  affairs  is  altered  in  our  new  housing 
scheme.  The  sub-soil  of  our  District  varies,  being  in  parts  clay, 
grave],  or  sand. 

Chief  occupations — Collieries,  Glassworks  and  Potteries. 

Water  is  got  from  the  Wakefield  Corporation,  and  has  been 
clear  and  of  a good  quality. 

Drainage  and  Seweraget 

The  drainage  is  generally  in  a fair  condition. 

The  sewerage  system  is  partly  on  the  combined  method  and 
partly  on  the  separate  system. 

In  the  sewage  disposal  the  town’s  sewage  falls  to  the  pumping 
station,  from  which  it  is  pumped  and  carried  by  gravitation  to 
the  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

The  Purification  Works  consist  of  screening,  sedimentation 
and  liquefying  tanks,  downward  filtration — clinker  and  sand  filters 
— and  effluent  discharge  into  the  Eiver  Aire. 

We  have  in  our  district — 


Water  Closets 

2,028 

Slop  ^ do.  ^... 

35 

Privies  (in  connection  with 

Ashpits 

2,360 

Pail  Closets 

39 

Slaughter-houses. 

Unfortunately  we  have  not  been  able  to,  so  far,  have  our  own 
public  slaughter  house,  but  I am  still  hoping  to  see  this 
necessary  building  completed  in  our  town. 

Number  in  District ; 1914  Jan.  ,1920  Dec.,  1920 

Eegistered  ...  None  , None  None 

Licensed  ...  16  16  15 
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Food. 

This  is  fully  dealt  with  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Eeport, 
but  it  is  desirable  that  additional  powers  should  be  obtained  for 
the  registration  of  all  premises  in  which  foods  are  prepared  for  sale. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  cases  reported  are  about  double 
the  number  reported  last  year,  and  no  part  of  the  year  seems  to 
have  been  clear.  There  were  no  return  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

Notifications  of  absence  from  school  on  account  of  suspected 
infectious  disease  are  made  by  the  School  Attendance  Of&cers^ 
and  when  necessary  the  schools  are  visited  to  see  whether  their 
closure  is  needed  or  not. 


Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

This  case  was  notified  in  November — a colliery  worker — was 
nursed  at  home,  and  has  since  recovered. 

Antitoxin  (Diphtheria).  We  hold  a supply  in  stock,  which  is 
given  free  when  requested  by  a medical  practitioner. 

Influenza  antitoxin  has  also  been  given  free  to  medical  men  in 
our  District,  and  there  have  been  only  two  deaths  during  the  year. 

Suspected  Ovei'looked  Cases,  and  Carriers. 

Where  such  are  discovered  they  are  examined  by  their  private 
medical  attendant,  and,  where  necessary,  Bacteriological  specimens 
are  sent  to  the  Bacteriologist  at  the  County  Hall,  Wakefield. 

Verminous  Persons  and.  their  belongings. 

A scheme  for  providing  the  means  for  cleansing  persons  or  their 
belongings  is  now  under  consideration  by  the  Council. 

Notification  of  Tuberculosis. 

This  regulation  appears  to  be  properly  carried  out. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

We  have  only  had  three  cases  notified,  and  all  have  recovered. 
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Sanitany  Administnation. 

STAFF  : Sanitary  Inspector  and  one  clerical  assistant. 

WOEK:  Includes  inspection  of  housing,  drainage  to  new  and 
old  buildings,  factories  and  workshops  and  shops,  and  the  usual 
registered  premises,  the  investigation  of  infectious  diseases,  and 
supervision  of  cleansing. 

Hospital. 

The  Council  participate  in  a joint  scheme  at  the  Aketon 
Isolation  Hospital.  For  Smallpox  we  have  accommodation  at  the 
Council’s  old  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.  Both  these  institutions 
are  controlled  by  the  Joint  Hospital  Committee. 

Milk  Supply. 

Nearly  the  whole  supply  comes  into  the  town  from  the  outside 
districts,  and  only  in  some  cases  is  it  delivered  twice  a day. 

Special  weighted  fine  mesh  cotton  food  covers  are  being  recom- 
mended for  putting  over  milk  jugs  so  as  to  prevent  the  contents 
being  polluted  by  flies,  which  is  a well-known  cause  of  Infantile 
Diarrhcea. 

Atmospheric  Pollution. 

Several  times  during  the  year  there  has  been  just  cause  for 
complaints  in  respect  to  fumes  from  chemical  works  within  the 
District,  and  coke  ovens  outside  our  area.  When  these  have 
occurred,  enquiries  have  at  once  been  made,  and  the  cause  found  to 
be  a temporary  breakdown  of  some  parts  of  the  plant. 

Also  communications  have  been  made  to  the  Alkali  Works,  &c.. 
Inspector,  and  we  have  been  assured  that  the  limits  allowed  under 
the  Act  have  not  been  exceeded  under  normal  conditions  of  working. 

In  respect  to  the  coke  ovens  in  the  adjoining  Eural  District, 
the  matter  has  been  dealt  with  by  the  authority  of  that  area. 

I am  very  pleased  to  be  able  to  state  that  you,  as  a town,  are 
very  fortunate  in  still  having  with  you  Mr  Birtwisle,  your  energetic 
and  capable  Sanitary  Inspector. 

W.  KEMP. 


Makch  2nd,  1921. 
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APPENDICES. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

STATISTICS. — Year  ending  31st  December,  1920. 

1.— GENEBAL. 

1.  Estimated  Population  ...  ...  ...  25,592 

2.  General  Death  Bate  ...  ...  ...  12*1 

3.  Death  Bate  from  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  1‘094 

4.  Infantile  Mortality  ...  ...  ...  128T 

5.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  of  all  classes  ...  4,776 

6.  Number  of  Working-class  Dwelling  Houses  ...  4,578 

7.  Number  of  New  Working-class  Houses  erected  ...  13 

2._unfit  dwelling  houses. 

I.  INSPECTION— 

1.  Total  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts).  ...  ...  ...  302 

2.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  wJiich  were 

inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Hous- 
ing (Inspection  of  District)  Begulations, 

1910  ...  ...  ...  ...  302 

3.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in 

a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  4 

4.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  proceeding 
sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  210 

II.  BEMEDY  OE  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SEB- 

VICE  OF  FOBMAL  NOTICES. 

Number  of  defective  Dwelling  Houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  of  their  officers  ...  166 


16 


III.  ACTION  UNDEK  STATUTORY  POWERS. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  28  of  the  Hous- 
ing, Town  Planning,  <kc.  Act,  19 19. 

1.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requir- 
ing repairs 

2.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which 

were  rendered  fit — 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  de- 

fault of  owners 

3.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  became 
operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations 
by  owners  of  intention  to  close 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requir- 
ing defects  to  be  remedied 

2.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied — 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  de- 

fault of  owners 

C.  Proceedings  under  section  17  and  18  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  1909. 

1.  Number  of  representations  made  with 

a view  to  the  making  of  Closing 
Orders  ... 

2.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 


Notices 

issued. 

11 

9 

Nil 

Nil 

4 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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3.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  deter- 
mined, the  Dwelling  Houses  having 
been  rendered  fit 

4.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect 

of  which  Demolition  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ... 

5.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 

3.— UNHEALTHY  AEEAS. 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  with 
a view  to  Improvement  Schemes  under  (a)  Part  I, 
or  (b)  Part  II  of  the  Act  of  1890  : — 

1 . Name  of  area 

2.  Acreage 

3.  Number  of  working  class  houses  in  area 

4.  Number  of  working  class  persons  to  be 

displaced 

4.  Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the 
building  bye-laws  erected  with  consent  of  Local 
Authority  under  section  25  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  &c.  Act,  1919 


Nil 


Nil 

Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


5.  Staff  engaged  on  housing  work  with,  briefly,  Sanitary 
the  duties  of  each  officer  ...  ...  ...  ...  Inspector 

with  clerical 
assistant. 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  CASTLEFORD. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 

for  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1920. 


To  THE  ChAIKMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  U'RBAN  DISTRICT 

Council  of  Castleford  : — 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  to  you  my  eighth  Annual  Report,  giving  a 
brief  account  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department  during  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1920. 

The  scope  of  the  work  undertaken  by  local  authorities  advances 
with  the  times,  and  of  which  advance  a full  share  falls  to  their 
Sanitary  Officers. 

In  spite  of  the  continuance  of  high  prices  of  materials  and 
labour,  it  was  found  possible  to  carry  out  a number  of  improvements 
which,  chough  not  extensive  in  separate  cases,  will  have  a good 
effect  cumulatively. 

Housing. 

The  supply  and  condition  of  the  people’s  houses  must  bulk 
large  in  any  review  of  sanitary  work 

The  serious  overcrowding  which  exists  in  the  town  shows  no 
sign  of  diminishing. 

General  Housing  Conditions. 

For  the  purpose  of  accurately  estimating  the  housing  needs  of 
the  District,  I carried  out  a survey  of  housing  in  accordance  with 
your  instructions,  with  the  assistance  of  4 temporary  clerks 
employed  by  your  Council,  and  2 Housing  Inspectors  kindly  lent 
by  the  West  Riding  County  Council. 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  the  Report  of  the  Survey  ; — 

It  was  found  that  738  houses  originally  built  to  accommo- 
date one  family  were  occupied  by  two  or  more  families, 
and  taking  the  Registrar  General’s  limit  of  2 persons 
per  habitable  room,  it  appeared  that  338  houses  were 
overcrowded. 

The  houses  in  the  District  are  chiefly  of  the  type  known 
as  working  class  houses,  containing  4 to  6 rooms,  with 
through  ventilation,  and  sanitary  conveniences  in  the 
yards  at  rear. 

In  the  newer  parts  of  the  town  the  houses  are  generally  in 
fair  repair,  whilst  as  regards  the  older  houses,  repairs 
are  more  or  less  always  required. 

There  are  102  “ back-to-back  ” and  134  “ single  ” houses, 
all  of  which  are  placed  in  the  category  of  structurally 
“ unfit  ” houses.  In  addition  to  these,  40  “ through  ” 
houses  are  considered  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

It  was  decided  to  represent  4 areas  of  the  town  as 
“unhealthy  areas,”  in  which  improvement  schemes 
were  required,  and  thus  secure  financial  assistance 
from  the  state  for  that  purpose.  The  data  for  the 
official  representations  is  now  in  course  of  preparation. 

It  is  estimated  that  to  properly  house  all  the  families  now 

¥ 

resident  in  the  District,  allow  for  growth  of  population 
during  the  next  3 years,  and  to  re-house  families  dis- 
placed by  the  clearance  of  “ unhealthy  areas,”  and 
demolition  of  unfit  houses,  some  1,055  new  houses 
are  required. 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Council’s  present 
scheme  for  35  houses  will  alleviate  in  only  a small  measure  the 
great  need  which  exists. 

Ovencpowd  i ng. 

Owing  to  the  general  nature  of  the  overcrowding,  and  the 
difficulty  of  securing  other  accommodation,  it  was  found  impractic- 
able to  take  statutory  action. 
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Fitness  of  Houses. 

In  the  newer  parts  of  the  town  the  standard  is  generally  good  ; 
in  the  older  areas,  while  there  is  generally  sufficient  air  space  around 
the  dwellings,  water  supply,  &c.,  structural  defects  exist  in  respect 
of  roofs,  floors,  perished  brickwork,  &c.  The  high  cost  of  building 
work  prevents  the  carrying  out  of  repairs  of  a sufficiently  extensive 
character,  though  in  some  cases  repairs  are  being  done  systematically 

Action  has  chiefly  been  taken  by  means  of  informal  notice, 
followed  in  some  cases  by  statutory  notice  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts,  or  Housing  Acts. 

With  some  few  exceptions,  water  is  laid  on  inside  the  houses, 
and  the  various  types  of  sanitary  conveniences  are  generally  in  fair 
repair. 

Unhealthy  Areas. 

No  complaints  were  received  or  representations  made  as  to 
unhealthy  areas  under  Part  I or  Part  II  of  the  Housing  Act  of  1890. 

Seven  applications  were  received  by  the  Council  for  permission 
to  occupy  premises  as  dwellings  which  did  not  comply  with  the 
bye-laws.  Owing  to  the  house  shortage  it  was  decided  to  take  no 
action  to  prevent  their  use  as  such,  subject  to  necessary  alterations 
being  made,  until  the  situation  can  be  relieved. 

The  premises  in  question  were  - 


2 Armv  Huts. 


2 Railway  Coaches. 

1 Brick  Building. 

2 Suites  of  rooms  over  business  premises. 

Work  done  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regula- 
tions, 1910,  was  as  follows  : — 


Number  of  houses  inspected 


found  reasonably  fit 
found  not  reasonably  fit 
found  unfit 

made  fit  after  informal  notice  ... 
made  fit  after  statutory  notice... 


302 

88 

210 


4 


166 

12 
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Immigrants  into  the  District  were  found  in  one  case  to  be  using 
a pantechnicon  as  a dwelling,  and  in  another  case  a tent  was  used 
for  the  purpose.  On  being  threatened  with  action  under  the 
Council’s  Bye-laws,  the  occupants  left  the  District. 

There  were  17  new  houses  built  during  the  year,  including  4 
erected  to  replace  4 old  houses  demolished  in  connection  with  a 
private  improvement.  Action  was  taken  in  two  cases  under  the 
Housing  (Additional  Powers)  Act,  1919,  to  prevent  houses  being 
converted  into  solely  business  premises.  The  action  was  successful 
in  both  cases  without  recourse  to  legal  proceedings. 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Disinfection. 

The  number  of  cases  notified,  including  Tuberculosis,  was  179. 

The  number  of  houses  disinfected  by  means  of  spraying  and 
fumigation  was  149. 

The  Public  Elementary  Schools  were  each  disinfected  by  spray- 
ing during  the  holiday  periods. 

For  the  purpose  of  adequately  dealing^ith  bedding  and  cloth- 
ing of  Tubercular  patients,  and  also  proper  verminous 

cases,  a “ Yelox  ” Steam  Disinfector  was  purchased.  The  machine 
has  not  yet  been  installed,  and  this  should  be  done  at  the  earliest 
opportunity. 

In  cases  of  Zymotic  disease,  disinfection  of  bedding  and  cloth- 
ing is  done  at  the  Aketon  Isolation  Hospital. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. 

The  numbers  of  the  various  types  of  sanitary  conveniences 
provided  in  the  town  are  approximately  as  follows  : — 


Water-closets 

...  2,028 

Slop-closets  (tippers)  ... 

35 

Privies  (in  connection  with  ashpits) 

...  2,360 

Pail-closets  ... 

39 

Ashpits  (wet) 

...  1,296 

Ashpits  (dry) 

113 

Ashbins 

...  2,093 

There  are  no  cesspools. 
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Privy  Conversions,  Drainage,  Ac- 

Some  improvement  has  been  made  on  the  figures  of  last  year 
(1919),  in  the  matter  of  privy  conversions,  though  not  nearly  to  the 
extent  one  could  wish.  Progress  is  continually  barred  by  the  dead 
wall  of  high  cost,  and  by  the  fact  that  your  Council  is  not  empowered 
to  contribute  towards  the  expense  of  these  necessary  improvements. 

Privy  conversions  carried  out  by  the  Council  in  pursuance  of 
their  limited  powers  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment) 
Act,  1907,  usually  involves  the  perpetuation  of  closet  accommodation 
on  the  objectionable  block  system  in  the  common  yard,  whereas 
were  the  owners  assured  that  a reasonable  grant  towards  the  cost 
would  be  made,  demolition  of  huge  privy  structures  would  frequently 
be  secured,  and  a private  water-closet  provided  to  each  house,  the 
work  being  done  by  the  owners.  It  would  seem  anomalous  that 
powers  in  these  matters  conferred  on  some  local  Authorities,  should 


not  be  conferred  on  all. 

Work  done  during  the  year 

Privies  converted  to  water-closets  ...  ...  34 

Pail-closets  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Slop-closets  (tippers)  abolished  ...  ...  ...  4 

Water-closets  provided  (additional)  to  existing  buildings  36 
Water-closets  provided  to  new  buildings  ...  ...  21 

Ashpits  (wet)  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Ashpits  (dry)  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Ashbins  provided  in  substitution  for  ashpits  ...  37 

Drains  provided  to  new  buildings...  ...  ...  21 

Drains  provided  or  re-constructed  to  existing  buildings  72 

Drains,  water-closets,  &c.,  cleaned  or  repaired  ...  134 


There  were  28  privy  conversions  to  water-closets  carried  out  by 
the  Council  in  default  of  owners. 

The  number  of  conversions  done  during  recent  years  is  as 


follows  : — 

No.  of  privies  converted. 

No.  of  houses  with  ashbins 
substituted  for  ashpits. 

1919 

13 

19 

1918 

6 

2 

1917 

3 

2 

1916 

7 

8 

1915 

43 

51 

1914 

67 

92 
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Night  Scavenging. 

The  number  of  loads  of  nightsoil  removed  was  ...  11,275 

The  number  of  ashpit  emptyings  was  ...  ...  1(),419 

Farmers  were  less  disposed  to  take  nightsoil  than  in  previous 
years,  partly  owing  to  the  scanty  facilities  provided  by  the  railway 
company,  and  partly  to  supplies  of  other  fertilizers  being  available. 
In  consequence  large  quantities  had  to  be  carted  to  the  tip  at 
Fryston,  and  the  remainder  to  adjacent  allotments. 

The  cost  reached  the  highest  figure  yet  known  for  this  District, 
viz.,  £7,522.  Wages  only  £4,865.  (These  figures  cover  day  and 
night  work).  It  is  believed  that  we  have  reached  the  peak  of  cost 
in  this  department,  and  that  expenses  will  now  steadily  decline.  A 
considerable  saving  is  expected  from  the  use  of  motor  transport 
which  will  shortly  be  available  for  this  work. 

In  the  work  of  house  refuse  removal  22  men  and  11  horses  were 
engaged,  with  separate  Day  and  Night  Foremen.  Wet  ashpits  are 
emptied  by  night,  and  dry  ashpits  and  ashbins  by  day. 

Food  Inspection. 

The  food  supply  of  the  town  receives  constant  attention. 
Inspections  are  frequently  made  in  shops,  slaughter-houses,  and 
other  places  where  food  is  prepared  or  offered  for  sale. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  early  legislation  should  provide  for  the 
l egistration  and  control  by  bye-laws  of  all  premises  where  food  is 
prepared  for  sale  for  human  consumption.  Butchers’  making-up 
rooms  might  be  specially  mentioned  in  this  connection. 

Effective  and  systematic  meat  inspection  is  an  impossibility 
while  the  private  slaughter-house,  with  slaughtering  at  all  hours,  is 
permitted  to  continue. 

The  decontrol  of  meat,  and  discontinuance  of  compensation  for 
tuberculous  cattle,  would  appear  to  have  resulted  in  a better  class 
of  meat  being  brought  into  the  town.  Much  less  disease  has  been 
observed  in  the  slaughter-houses  since  the  butchers  have  been  free 
to  select  their  beasts  in  the  open  market. 
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The  following  quantities  and  articles  of  food  found  to  be  unfit 
for  human  consumption  were  surrendered  and  destroyed  : — 


Gwta. 

Lbs. 

1 carcase  of  Beef  (tubercular) 

10 

70 

3 forequarters  of  Beef  (frozen) 

2 

54 

Beef  and  Mutton  pieces  (frozen)  ... 

5 

74 

Oxtails  (frozen) 

— ... 

50 

Apples  (3  boxes) 

. • . • • « 

97i 

Pears  (1  box)  ... 

...  ... 

48 

Liquid  Eggs 

— ... 

42 

Rabbits 

36 

RcTcra 

157 

20 

99 

Some  lbs.  of  Butter  was  found  to  have  deteriorated  by 
‘‘pitting”  and  discolouration  due  to  improper  storage,  so  as  to  be 
unsaleable  for  ordinary  purposes.  The  butter  was  passed  for 
cooking  purposes  only. 

Slaughter-houses. 

Number  on  Eegister,  16.  All  are  subject  to  annual  licence. 
All  are  brick  buildings  with  paved  floors  and  water  supply,  and 
generally  in  fair  condition. 

Frequent  inspections  are  made,  and  when  possible  during  times 
of  slaughtering. 

The  provision  of  a public  slaughter-house  is  desirable. 

Milk  Supply. 

Number  of  Cow-keepers  or  Purveyors  of  Milk  on  Register  26 
Number  of  Purveyors  of  Milk  only  ...  ...  ...  21 

Number  of  Cowsheds  in  District  ...  ...  ...  2 

One  cowshed  was  given  up,  and  another  newly  registered 
during  the  year. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  milk  supply  is  produced  outside  the 
District.  There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  shortage,  and  on  the 
whole  the  supply  is  good  and  pure. 
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Sale  of  Food  and  Dr>ugs  Act. 

There  were  12  samples  of  milk  taken.  10  were  found  to  be 
genuine.  1 sample  was  found  to  be  slightly  adulterated  with  2’6  % 
of  added  water.  The  offender  was  cautioned.  1 sample  was  lost 
owing  to  the  breaking  of  a bottle.  There  were  no  prosecutions. 

This  work  is  supplementary  to  that  of  the  County  Inspectors, 
and  is  done  by  arrangement  with  the  County  Council. 

Shops  Act,  1912. 

A good  deal  of  work  was  done  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  this 
Act,  and  the  Orders  made  thereunder.  Weekly  Half-holiday  Orders 
are  in  force  affecting  the  trades  of  Tobacconist,  Dry,  Wet  and  Fried 
Fish  Dealer,  Baker  and  Confectioner,  and  Beef,  Pork  or  General 
Butcher. 

Evening  Closing  Orders  are  in  force  affecting  Hairdressers, 
Beef,  Pork  or  General  Butcher,  and  Dealers  in  Non-Perishable  and 
Dry  Goods. 

The  various  Orders  are  fairly  well  observed  by  the  regular 
traders,  but  considerable  difficulty  is  experienced  in  respect  of  small 
mixed  businesses. 

The  remedy  would  appear  to  lie  in  the  direction  of  one  closing 
hour  for  all  businesses,  except  in  certain  cases  of  sickness  or  necessity. 

By  the  Shops  (Early  Closing)  Act,  1920,  the  closing  orders 
made  under  the  Defence  of  the  Eealm  Act  are  continued,  and  the 
enforcement  of  same  is  transferred  from  the  police  to  officers 
appointed  under  the  Shops  Act,  1912. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Acts. 

Number  of  factories  and  workshops  on  Eegister,  138,  including 
23  bakehouses.  There  are  15  domestic  bakehouses. 

In  two  factories,  ranges  of  obsolete  sanitary  conveniences  have 
been  taken  out,  and  modern  appliances  provided. 

Three  of  the  larger  firms  have  provided  cloak-rooms,  canteens, 
&c.  in  connection  with  their  factory  welfare  schemes. 
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Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Number  on  Register,  4,  with  accommodation  for  190  persons. 
2 are  subject  to  annual  registration. 

These  premises  are  generally  found  to  be  well  conducted. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Number  on  Register,  2.  1 Gut  Scraper.  1 Tripe  Dresser. 

No  complaints  were  received.  No  contraventions  found. 

Schools  (Elementary). 

Reports  were  made  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  two  of  the 
elementary  schools,  and  improvements  in  respect  of  sanitary 
accommodation,  cleansing,  and  general  repairs  have  since  been 
carried  out. 

Theatres,  Cinemas,  &c. 

Inspections  of  these  places  of  amusement  have  been  made  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  the  premises  usually  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

It  is  desirable  that  some  standard  be  laid  down  as  to  the 
allowed  limit  of  atmospheric  impurity,  proportion  of  sanitary  con- 
veniences to  seating  accommodation,  and  numbers  of  staff  employed. 

Petroleum  Acts. 

Licences  issued  to  store  Petrol  ...  12 

Licence  to  store  Carbide  of  Calcium  ...  1 

Three  licences  are  in  respect  of  underground  steel  tanks,  with 
pump  arrangement  provided. 

There  were  no  contraventions  discovered. 

Classified  Statemerst  of  Bnspectioiiis. 


Re  Housing  ...  ...  ...  459 

Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  285 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  25 

Van  dwellings  at  Feasts  ...  ...  27 

Factories  and  Workshops,  including 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  215 

Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  119 
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Classified  Statement  of  Inspections — Continuedr 


Be  Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  24 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milk-shops...  30 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  52 

Shops  (Shops  Act)  ...  ...  110 

Theatres  ...  ...  ...  27 

Petrol  Stores  ...  ...  ...  17 

« 

Works  in  progress  ...  ...  228 

Ashpits  or  Ashbin  accommodation...  53 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  157 


In  addition  to  the  above,  4,682  houses  were  visited  in  connection 
with  the  Housing  Survey  before  mentioned. 

Statement  of  Nuisances  found  and  results  of 
action  taken. 


Nuisance  frona 

Found, 

Abated 

Dampness  of  walls,  defective  roofs,  floors,  &c. 

205 

142 

Fall  pipes,  eaves-gutters,  &c.,  defective 

Drains  and  water-closets  blocked  or  otherwise 

75 

59 

defective  ... 

181 

134 

Privies  defective 

60 

37 

Sink  waste  pipes  defective 

22 

18 

Yard  paving  defective  ... 

24 

20 

Ashbins  or  ashpits  defective  or  insufficient 

35 

31 

Cellar  flooding 

12 

12 

Houses  dirty... 

6 

6 

Offensive  accumulations 

9 

9 

Miscellaneous 

Common  Lodging  Houses — 

23 

20 

Floors  dirty 

2 

2 

Want  of  proper  towels 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk-shops — 

3 

3 

Milk  improperly  stored 

2 

2 

Paving  defective  in  cowshed 

1 

1 

Drainage  „ „ 

Slaughter-houses — 

1 

1 

Want  of  lime-washing 

3 

3 

Offal  not  removed 

4 

4 
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Statement  of  Nuisances  found,  &c. — Continued. 

Factories  and  Workshops  — 

Nuisance  from  Found.  Abated. 

Water-closet  accommodation  insufficient  2 2 

Water-closets  defective  ...  ...  8 3 

Sanitary  conveniences  dirty  ...  5 5 

Bakehouse  dirty  ...  ...  ...  2 2 


SUMMARY. 

Inspections — 

Routine  inspections  during  year  ...  ...  1,858 

Visits  re  Housing  Survey  ...  ...  4,682 

Nuisances — 

Number  found  during  year  ...  ...  680 

Number  carried  over  from  1919  ...  ...  361 

Number  abated  during  vear  ...  ...  799 

Number  carried  forward  to  1921  ...  ...  242 

Notices  Issued — 

Informal  notices  issued ...  ...  ...  287 

Informal  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  245 

Statutory  notices  issued  ...  ...  262 

Statutory  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  91 


I desire  to  acknowledge  the  continued  support  of  the  Council 
and  my  brother  officers  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  throughout 
the  year,  and  beg  to  remain.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfullv, 

# ^ 

THOMAS  ERNEST  BIRTWISLE. 

Sanitary  Department, 

Town  Hall,  Castleford. 

30th  April,  1921, 
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